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“A major benefit of conducting a count of unsheltered homeless people was that it dispelled the myth 

that such people did not exist in the community.”1 

Objective 

The Louisiana Balance of State Continuum of Care (LA BOSCOC) expanded this year to include five 

clusters of parishes in scattered parts of the state with varied degrees of population density and 

rural/urban characteristics. With limited resources available, the LA BOSCOC coordinating entity, the 

Louisiana Housing Corporation (LHC), is seeking to develop a methodology to generate an estimate of 

homeless persons that covers all five LA BOSCOC clusters and satisfies the HUD requirements for the 

annual Point-in-Time (PIT) count. 

The enumeration of persons in shelter and transitional housing will remain essentially unchanged from 

previous years, in that it will be based upon data collected by the CoC’s HMIS. However, the unsheltered 

count is currently limited largely to counts of known “hotspots” (locations where homeless persons are 

known to concentrate) in more urban areas (i.e., Baton Rouge and Lake Charles), a very limited canvass 

in the remainder of the former Baton Rouge and the entire Houma/Terrebonne-Thibodaux CoCs, and no 

unsheltered counts in the two remaining clusters (Sabine/Natchitoches and Plaquemines/St. Bernard). 

The objective of this report is to present a framework for more accurately counting the number of 

people experiencing unsheltered homelessness in the LA BOSCOC, especially in its less urban areas, via a 

more thorough canvass, a supplementary services-based count, and, if feasible, use of extrapolation 

methods. In doing this, we will take into account existing time and resource constraints for the 2018 PIT 

count, and will look towards expanding this objective for the 2019 count.   

 

Background  

The table shows the unsheltered counts for the eight Louisiana CoCs that undertook PIT counts in 2017. 

In order to make these counts more comparable with each other, we also present rates of unsheltered 

homelessness, which are derived by simply dividing the number of unsheltered homeless by the total 

population for the CoCs (based upon 2016 Current Population Survey estimates). Population density 

indicates the relative rural nature of each CoC.  

The New Orleans/Jefferson Parish CoC had the highest rate (0.06%) of unsheltered homelessness, a rate 

that is more than three times that of Alexandria/Central LA, which is the CoC with the next highest 

unsheltered rate (0.02%). In contrast, the CoC with the lowest rate, Houma-Terrebonne/Thibodaux 

(0.002%), is one-thirtieth that of New Orleans. The unsheltered homeless rates correspond fairly closely 

to population density in a CoC. Specifically, the tendency is that, as population density gets lower, the 

rate of unsheltered homelessness also diminishes. 

                                                           
1 Abt Associates, Inc., A Guide to Counting Unsheltered Homeless People, p. 10 
(https://www.hudexchange.info/resources/documents/counting_unsheltered.pdf). 
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There may be a lower prevalence of homelessness in more rural areas, although the scant research on 

rural homelessness has not confirmed this.2 Rural areas, with less services and longer distances between 

supports, present distinct challenges to maintaining a homeless existence. This may create pressure on 

people who experience homelessness to migrate to more urban areas and the services that are available 

there. While this likely happens to some extent, there are also clearly persons who remain in rural areas 

when they become homeless. Presumably, most of these persons stay in the rural areas due to social, 

economic and geographic ties with these areas. For these people, the experience of homelessness is 

qualitatively different than it is in a more urban area. With less shelter opportunities, people are more 

likely to resort to makeshift housing arrangements that take advantage of the rural surroundings, such 

as camping, and that are more difficult to detect without having a prior familiarity with the person and 

their living circumstances. There is also a greater reliance on informal social supports and on 

substandard housing arrangements that may not meet definitions of homelessness that are more 

applicable to urban contexts.  

   

Table – 2017 Unsheltered Homeless Counts and Population Rates by Continuum of Care 

Continuum of Care 2017 
Unsheltered 

Count 

2016 
Population 

Population 
Density (per 
square mile) 

Unsheltered 
Rate 

LA-503 New Orleans/Jefferson Parish  525 828,018 1700.2 0.0634% 

LA-507 Alexandria/Central Louisiana  61 305,744 43.0 0.0200% 

LA-506 Slidell/Southeast Louisiana  89 581,272 172.5 0.0153% 

LA-500 Lafayette/Acadiana  96 661,213 117.7 0.0145% 

LA-509 Louisiana Balance of State 125 1,118,323 98.4 0.0112% 

LA-502 Shreveport/Bossier/Northwest  47 480,314 93.6 0.0098% 

LA-505 Monroe/Northeast Louisiana  25 354,451 50.3 0.0071% 

LA-508 Houma-Terrebonne/Thibodaux  7 352,331 102.8 0.0020% 

Total State 975 4,681,666 107.5 0.0208% 

 

This creates numerous challenges for enumerations, and the relationship between low unsheltered 

rates in PIT counts and low population density is at least in part due to difficulties in locating and 

counting unsheltered homeless persons in sparsely populated rural areas. These challenges include 

there being less services locations and other congregating points (i.e., hotspots) where one can easily 

count unsheltered homeless, and more land mass with less people that renders canvassing selected 

areas in search of hidden unsheltered persons more impractical. Taken together, these methodological 

issues create a density bias, which can lead to lower unsheltered counts in rural areas.  

For the LA BOSCOC, getting a more comprehensive and accurate count of unsheltered homeless will 

require enhanced strategies for including more unsheltered homeless who have been missed in previous 

counts. This is best attained when efforts are made year-round through service provider organizations 

                                                           
2 Marjorie Robertson et al.’s chapter “Rural Homelessness” in the 2007 HUD Symposium on Homelessness 
Research remains the most comprehensive overview of the topic. 
https://www.huduser.gov/portal/publications/homeless/p8.html 
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to better document outreach and encounters within the HMIS with persons known to be unsheltered. 

Attaining this goal will be a process implemented over multiple years.  

The remainder of this report will focus primarily on the measures for the upcoming 2018 PIT count. Here 

we guide the LHC in developing strategies for better coverage of sparsely populated areas using the 

resources that are available in the time remaining before this count. The focus will be on three areas – 

counts based upon physically canvassing locations for unsheltered homeless; identifying unsheltered 

homeless through services-based methodologies; and designing and revising surveys to assist in these 

endeavors. Additionally, we will outline extrapolation procedures to potentially correct for 

undercounting in the 2018 unsheltered PIT count, and some additional measures for continuing the 

objective of more accurately counting unsheltered homeless persons in the 2019 PIT count and beyond.  

In many cases this report outlines methodological approaches that are explained in more detail 

elsewhere, and we include references to some of these resources. Among these, the most essential are 

from the US Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), which publishes and regularly 

updates official standards and guidelines for conducting PIT counts.3 Any entity that organizes and 

conducts a PIT count should closely reference these HUD documents. We will also reference an older 

HUD guide that provides more detailed information on counting unsheltered homeless populations, but 

which is now superseded by the newer HUD publications.4  

 

Canvassing Geographical Locations 

In the 2017 PIT count, three of the five LA BOSCOC clusters conducted counts of unsheltered homeless 

based upon enumerating at pre-determined locations. These counts mainly covered the more urban 

parts of the LA BOSCOC (e.g., the cities of Baton Rouge, Lake Charles and Houma). In contrast, virtually 

all of the rural area surrounding these cities, as well as the entire Plaquemines/St. Bernard and 

Natchitoches/Sabine parish clusters were essentially uncanvassed. 

Canvassing generally entails volunteers, outreach workers, and sometimes police to identify, count, and 

survey unsheltered homeless persons at pre-planned locations at night when people would be bedding 

down or sleeping. This method typically works best in more urban settings where there is a higher 

population density and less physical space to cover. There are three basic methods for canvassing.  

1. Canvassing the entire area – This method is primarily used in more compact COCs. For the LA 

BOSCOC, even comprehensively covering the more urban areas such as Baton Rouge or Lake Charles 

would greatly stretch available human resources. Covering the entire 15,000 square miles that comprise 

this COC would be impossible, even when omitting uninhabitable areas.   

2. Canvasing a sample of areas – This method divides the CoC into smaller areas, such as census tracts, 

and then samples these areas in one of two ways: (a) simple random sample, which draws a certain 

                                                           
3 The most current HUD guidelines and standards for conducting PIT counts are in the 2014 Point-in-Time 
Methodology Guide (https://www.hudexchange.info/resource/4036/point-in-time-count-methodology-guide/) 
and the 2018 HIC and PIT Data Collection for CoC and ESG Programs (Notice CPD-17-08) 
(https://www.hudexchange.info/resource/5611/notice-cpd-17-08-2018-hic-and-pit-data-collection-for-coc-and-
esg-programs/).  
4 Abt Associates, Inc., A Guide to Counting Unsheltered Homeless People, previously referenced in footnote #1.  
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percentage of sections to count or (b) stratified sample, which divides the area into two parts based on 

previous counts and other institutional knowledge: places one would expect to find homeless people 

and places one would not. The chosen areas would be thoroughly canvassed and the results would be 

the basis for an estimate for the entire region. This amounts to a more limited canvassing approach, but 

still requires high levels of human resources. It also requires persons with methodological expertise to 

select sample areas and to then extrapolate the results into a broader estimate. Finally, due to the low 

numbers of homeless persons typically found in rural areas, such sampling is very sensitive to 

fluctuations in numbers of homeless persons who are counted, or missed. The planning and resources 

for such an approach exceed the constraints for the 2018 PIT count, however the LA BOSCOC could 

consider adding a limited random sample count of high and low concentration areas to its unsheltered 

count for the 2019 PIT count. 

 

3. Canvassing densely populated areas and known homeless hotspots – As in prior PIT counts, this 

approach will constitute the core of the 2018 unsheltered PIT count for the LA BOSCOC. Here available 

enumerators (volunteers, etc.) go to specific, preordained locations and seek out unsheltered homeless 

persons. The more volunteer resources that are available, and the better the “intelligence” and the 

preparation is beforehand in laying out sites to canvass, the more productive this approach will be. This 

approach is not meant to be a comprehensive count, instead it maximizes available resources and 

focuses on counting those who are most visible and accessible (relatively speaking) to being counted.  

The aforementioned HUD publications (see footnotes #3 and #4) provide more detailed guidance on 

organizing such a count. In addition, the Cloudburst team has provided specific instructions related to 

preparing the enumerators who will be canvassing geographic areas for this count (see Appendix A).  

In the 2017 PIT count, the LA BOSCOC relied exclusively on canvassing hotspots to produce its 

unsheltered count. This effort appears to have substantially undercounted the unsheltered homeless, 

even in some areas where it was implemented.  Two examples in the previous table illustrate this. The 

Houma cluster, when it was a freestanding CoC in 2017, only counted 7 unsheltered homeless across 

their CoC, and had the lowest unsheltered homeless rate among Louisiana COCs. The LA BOSCOC in 

2017 (without the Houma cluster) had an unsheltered count that was one-fourth that of the New 

Orleans/Jefferson CoC, despite having a larger population and the state’s largest urban center (Baton 

Rouge). Given this, ways to expand or improve hotspot coverage should be explored, resource and time 

constraints permitting. 

 

Service-based Counts 

Another way to address this concern with undercounting unsheltered homeless persons is to 

supplement the canvassing described in the previous section with a service-based count. Service-based 

counts gather information from individuals accessing service organizations and public facilities such as 

soup kitchens, bus stations, housing agencies, and Social Security offices. The persons seeking these 

services are asked, in a systematic process and within a time period that can last up to one week after 

the night of the PIT count, where they slept on count night. This method is particularly appropriate for 

large jurisdictions and those with a challenging terrain (i.e. rural communities). In order to avoid 
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duplicating counts across multiple services and nights, identifiers are used for people, such as 

components of name, date of birth, and Social Security numbers (e.g. initials, month and year of birth, 

and last four digits of the SSN, or a combination of those). 

The advantage of service-based enumeration is that it is a useful method for large and challenging areas 

and as such is able to reach the “invisible homeless” and other hard-to-reach populations such as youth. 

However, not all people experiencing homelessness will access services and some will be missed in the 

count. Alternately, there is also the risk that others may be double counted or incorrect information may 

be provided due to recall errors. 

In consultation with the authors of this report, a service-based counting process has been put in place 

for all five LA BOSCOC clusters and is already being pilot tested. These clusters all have coordinated 

access arrangements where a single point of contact serves as an initial point of contact for households 

seeking housing assistance. During the week following the PIT count, these access points can identify 

individuals and families who may have been homeless in non-shelter locations on the night of the PIT 

count and would have otherwise gone uncounted.  

In order to identify homelessness among persons who contact these coordinated access points, we have 

developed a brief series of questions that are included in Appendix B.  With this screener, persons who 

are seeking assistance will be assessed to ascertain 1) where the household stayed on the night of the 

PIT count; 2) whether these arrangements qualify as homeless; and 3) whether there is any chance that 

this household was already counted in the PIT count.  

There is currently a pilot testing period in which this screening instrument is being implemented. This 

permits PIT count organizers to get some idea of how many unsheltered homeless persons this 

approach is likely to identify, and also provides the opportunity to make adjustments to the procedures 

that will be used in the actual count. The actual count will occur over the course of the week 

immediately following the night of the unsheltered count. 

This count will supplement the canvassing count to provide a more expanded count of the unsheltered 

homeless population in the LA BOSCOC. The main advantage to adding this approach is that it will 

provide a minimum level of coverage across all five clusters, and will, at least in theory, create the 

opportunity for all unsheltered homeless persons in the LA BOSCOC to be counted. With a pilot count 

already in place, the mechanism for implementing this approach is already underway. As with the 

canvassing approach, previously referenced HUD publications offer details about service-based counts 

(see footnotes #3 and #4), and should be consulted in conjunction with a debriefing process for the pilot 

count in preparation for the actual 2018 PIT count, and for further developing these procedures in 

future PIT counts.  

 

Survey Questions 

Part of the PIT count is to administer surveys to as many of the enumerated homeless persons as is 

feasible. Data collected here will be used to ascertain some details about characteristics of and 

subpopulations among the counted homeless population. The data collected on these surveys will be 

the basis for the PIT count results that are reported to HUD.  
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As part of working with the LHC in enhancing the accuracy of the 2018 LA BOSCOC PIT count, the 

authors of this report examined and revised the survey instruments that were used in previous PIT 

counts. This was done with the support of the LHC and other LA BOSCOC count organizers, as the 

consensus was that the surveys were unwieldy and the information requested went beyond what was 

needed. The revised survey instruments are provided Appendix C. The LA BOSCOC can use these surveys 

as bases for creating updated surveys to use in the 2018 PIT count.  

 

Putting the Count Together 

Conducting an unsheltered PIT count by using both a services-based count and a hotspot-based count is 

consistent with HUD guidelines that state: 

“a CoC covering a larger geographic area could use a combination of strategies, such as 
a known locations count in high probability neighborhoods and specific areas where 
outreach staff have previously or currently identified people staying, as well as a 
service-based count at locations across the CoC geography in the days following the 
night of the count.”5  

 

After collecting data using both methods, the unsheltered count will be an additive tally of these results 

after taking out anyone in the service-based count who may have also been counted in the canvassing 

count. The HUD documents (footnotes #3 and #4) have further guidance on how to unduplicate counts. 

In the event that there is a substantial undercount due to deficient coverage or other methodological 

issues, there are some limited extrapolation options. There are no means acceptable to HUD that allow 

results from hotspot counts to be directly extrapolated to other areas within the COC. Furthermore, the 

small-area approaches involving extrapolation that are acceptable to HUD involve statistically-based 

area sampling that are not part of the LA BOSCOC 2018 PIT count. However, in the absence of any 

coverage in some counties, at least two states, Georgia and West Virginia, currently submit to HUD 

estimates for entire counties that are based upon results from other counties.6 Georgia’s extrapolation 

procedure uses county-level data from counties with PIT count data, adjusted through use of other data 

and statistical modeling, to estimate counts for counties that lack PIT count data. West Virginia uses a 

similar but much simpler method insofar as it pairs a county without PIT data to a similar county with PIT 

data, mathematically adjusts the latter count for population differences, and applies this estimate to the 

former county. While HUD is not explicit in its acceptance of either methodology, both would appear to 

meet the guidelines HUD provides for statistically based extrapolations. Furthermore, HUD accepts PIT 

count results from both states, and an outline of West Virginia’s procedures are included with HUD 

training materials.7   

                                                           
5 HUD Point-in-Time Count Methodology Guide (see footnote #3), page 19. Bolding is in original.  
6 The geographical, political subdivision of “county” in other states is the functional equivalent of “parish” in 
Louisiana and the two terms are used interchangeably in this report. 
7 See Georgia Department of Community Affairs, 2017 Report on Homelessness 
(http://www.dca.state.ga.us/housing/specialneeds/programs/homeless_count.asp) and West Virginia Balance of 
State Continuum of Care, Rural PIT Counting (http://docplayer.net/69342589-Basics-of-unsheltered-point-in-time-
counts-william-snow-september-22-2016.html).  
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It is feasible to replicate West Virginia’s county-based extrapolation approach for non-reporting or 

substantially underreporting parishes in Louisiana.8 The process involves matching a non or under-

reporting parish with a parish that has both a comprehensive PIT count and that shares geographic and 

demographic similarities with the former parish. The population variance9 between the two counties can 

then be applied (i.e., multiplied) to the results from the reporting parish to provide an estimate for the 

non or under-reporting parish.10  

To illustrate such a process, we present a similar approach. Here we extrapolate on a COC-level rather 

than on a parish level due to available data that we reported on the previous table. We also stress that 

this extrapolation is solely for demonstrative purposes. Looking at this table and judging from 

comparable unsheltered rates, the LA-508 COC (Houma-Terrebonne, now a cluster in the LA BOSCOC)11 

appears to be substantially undercounted with a rate of 0.002% (i.e., 2 per 100,000). A comparable and 

apparently more accurate unsheltered rate, 0.02%, would be that found across the largely rural LA-507 

COC (Alexandria/Central Louisiana). More conservatively, the unsheltered homelessness rate for the LA-

509 COC (LA BOSCOC without Houma-Terrebonne), at 0.01% would also be comparable to LA-508. 

Applying these rates to LA-508’s population would have increased this COC’s unsheltered homeless 

count from 7 to either 35 (at a 0.01% rate) or 70 (at a 0.02% rate). It would require a closer comparison 

of geographies and demographics to determine whether LA-507 or LA-509 would make a better 

comparison.  

The point here is that both offer potential comparisons that could (here hypothetically) serve as a basis 

for providing a more plausible, and substantially increased unsheltered count for LA-508. A similar 

process could be done at a parish-level for parishes in the LA BOSCOC were they to have substantially 

lower or non-existent unsheltered homelessness rates than were reported across other parishes. If such 

an extrapolation were to be used, it must be accompanied by a clear rationale for doing so (especially in 

the case of replacing an extrapolated count with a substantial undercount) and a transparent process for 

how the extrapolation was carried out. HUD would also be the final arbiter of whether a reasonable 

extrapolation on a parish level would be preferable to results that, while substantially undercounted, 

nonetheless came from an actual count.  

 

Further Topics 

In addition to the measures identified here that provide guidance for the 2018 PIT count, several topics 

should be considered for the benefit of more accurate PIT counts in 2019 and beyond.  

By-name lists. By-name lists (BNL) are a tool that have been only recently implemented on a broad scale 

by homeless services providers as a roster containing information on persons and families known to be 

(or have been) homeless. BNLs offer a basis for coordinating services across multiple providers and, 

                                                           
8 Due to Georgia’s opaquely explained methodology and the fewer counties/parishes in Louisiana (64 compared to 
159), Georgia’s approach would not readily lend itself to replication in Louisiana. 
9 The formula for population variance is the population of the non-reporting parish divided by the population of 
reporting parish. 
10 This formula is taken from page 29 in Basics of Unsheltered Point in Time Counts (see footnote #7).  
11 After the 2017 PIT count, the Houma-Terrebonne COC disbanded and became incorporated into the LA BOSCOC. 
For the 2018 PIT count, this former COC will be included within the LA BOSCOC. 
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especially in the case for homelessness among veterans, providing an accounting of the total homeless 

population in a particular locality. A BNL can be used as a basis for more complete unsheltered PIT count 

by providing a basis for checking in with individual households to ensure that they in fact were included 

in the PIT count. While official HUD documents (footnote #3) makes no mention of BNL, the West 

Virginia BOSCOC cites BNLs as an essential part of their unsheltered count (footnote #7). 

Best Practices. In the previous table, the Alexandria/Central LA CoC was the one prominent exception to 

the pattern where lower population densities led to lower rates of unsheltered homeless. This CoC has 

both the lowest overall population and the sparsest population density of the eight Louisiana CoCs. Yet, 

at 0.02%, Alexandria/Central LA has the second highest unsheltered rate among these CoCs. 

Additionally, while Louisiana unsheltered counts have trended downward in recent years, 

Alexandria/Central LA has seen their unsheltered count increase from 24 (in 2015) to 54 (in 2016) to 61 

(in 2017). A better understanding of the approaches taken in Alexandria/Central LA may assist the LA 

BOSCOC toward an expanded unsheltered homeless count. Such a “positive deviance” approach could 

also be expanded to where LHC confers with entities in other CoC’s, in and out of Louisiana, that have 

implemented more comprehensive and systematic unsheltered counts.12  

Debriefing. Carefully examining the procedures, successes, missteps and other aspects of the 2018 PIT 

count is indispensable for designing improved and more accurate future PIT counts. Debriefing is 

highlighted as a part of the West Virginia BOSCOC process (see footnote #7) and in HUD’s Point-in-Time 

Count Planning Worksheet.13 

 

Conclusion 

This report provides a framework for attaining a more accurate unsheltered count in the 2018 LA 

BOSCOC PIT count. The authors of this report have worked with the LHC in already implementing 

measures such as organizing a more thorough canvassing count, implementing a service-based count, 

and revising surveys. These measures are couched here in an overview of the challenges inherent to 

counting persons who are homeless in rural settings, some context for counting unsheltered homeless in 

Louisiana, and specific steps for extrapolating results (should this be needed). All of is designed to 

provide practical guidance. We then close this report by suggesting other topics to keep in mind when 

looking ahead to future PIT counts, with the hope that striving to conduct more accurate PIT counts 

remains an ongoing process within the LA BOSCOC and thereby provides an example for other COCs 

with respect to their PIT counts. 

 

  

                                                           
12 Data on Alexandria-Central Louisiana’s PIT results came from https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/coc/coc-
homeless-populations-and-subpopulations-reports/. This COC’s website is https://www.cenlahomeless.org/. 
13 HUD, Point-in-Time Count Planning Worksheet (https://www.hudexchange.info/resources/documents/PIT-
Count-Planning-Worksheet.pdf).  
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Appendix A: Specific Instructions for Canvassing Geographic Areas in PIT Count 

To: PIT Coordinators 

From Gordon Levine 
Re: Important PIT Count Protocol Reminders 
Date: January 16, 2018 

 
The Point in Time (PIT) count is most useful when outreach teams follow instructions to the letter, but 
we all know this can be tough.  Volunteers are surveying in the dark and cold in an unfamiliar 
environment, many for the first time; they can feel overwhelmed by the amount of information to 
remember and lose sight of the “big picture” elements critical to a successful PIT count.  In providing 
your training, please make sure to keep the below points in mind and, where appropriate, emphasize 
them to your volunteers. 
 
Canvassing and Surveying 
You should be as thorough as possible in canvassing parts of your region in which you believe there may 
be homeless individuals or households (“hotspots”).  The PIT count, and the unsheltered count in 
particular, are essential to assessing our progress in reducing unsheltered homelessness and counting 
that population. 
 
Where resources allow, distribute outreach workers, case managers, and others with direct practice and 
other social service experience among teams of untrained volunteers.  This will ensure that there is at 
least one person on each team comfortable approaching and interacting with homeless populations. 
 
Where possible, walk.  While vehicles will be necessary to reach “hotspots,” teams should, if possible, 
get out of the car and walk once there.  This will make teams  more likely to see people who may not be 
visible from the street. It will also make them more accessible to those they seek to survey. 
 
Remind volunteers to approach everyone with respect.  Teams are going into their space, asking 
personal questions, and must respect an individual’s right to refuse to participate in the survey, answer 
particular questions, have their picture taken, or have their data shared. 
 
Remind volunteers to ensure that the people they are surveying appear safe, and to take appropriate 
action if not.  Have volunteers check that people being surveyed appear properly protected from any 
elements, especially if the weather is cold with precipitation.  Ensure volunteers know that they can call 
911 if someone appears to be in imminent danger. 
 
Providing Services 
Remind teams that providing services is NOT their primary role during the PIT count.  This is an 
opportunity for them to help us understand how many people experience homelessness, and who is 
homeless.  The survey itself includes opportunities to provide information about those surveyed to case 
managers.  In addition, should an individual request to come into shelter, they should be transported to 
the nearest appropriate facility with space (depending on transportation and space availability in a given 
PIT Area), but remind teams  that they should in no way cajole or push someone toward receiving 
services. 
 
Safety 
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While we hope that teams  are able to survey every area in which we expect to find people, they should 
not enter a situation they deem unsafe.  If they encounter this situation, they should call the PIT Captain 
for additional guidance. 
  



Appendix B: In-Service Homelessness Screening Tool for LA BOSCOC PIT Count (DRAFT) 

This week, we are conducting a survey to understand the housing situations of people seeking services at [INSERT 
FACILITY NAME]. The information you provide will be used to improve outreach and programs for people who need 
housing assistance.  Your participation is voluntary and your responses will not be shared with anyone outside of our 
service network. 
 
1) In what parish did you sleep on the night of January 22 (X nights ago)? 
__________________________________________________ 
 
2) Where did you sleep on the night of January 22 (X nights ago)? [DO NOT READ CATEGORIES. SELECT ONLY ONE 
CATEGORY.]  
___  Street or sidewalk  
___  Vehicle (car, van, RV, truck) 
___  Park 
___  Abandoned building 
___  Bus, train station, airport  
___  Under bridge/overpass  
___  Woods or outdoor encampment  
___  Emergency shelter 
___  Transitional housing 
___  Motel/hotel 
___  House or apartment 
___  Jail, hospital, treatment program 
___  House/apartment of friend or family member 
___  FEMA mobile home 
___  Other location (please specify): ______________________________ 
  
3) In order to help us understand where people sleep before seeking assistance, can you provide us with the 
nearest cross-streets, or nearby address, to where you slept on the night of January 22 (X nights ago)? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
4) For how long have you been without stable housing that you owned, rented, or stayed in as part of a 
household? 
 
___  Less than one week 
___  Between one week and one month 
___  Between one month and six months 
___  More than six months 
 
Identifying Information (to be used ONLY for matching to intake data for HUD subpopulation and demographics data) 
First Name ___________ Last Name ____________ Year of Birth ______    
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Appendix C – Revised Surveys for Use in PIT Count 

ABBREVIATED SURVEY FORM (DRAFT) 

2017 STATE OF LOUISIANA -Homeless Demographics & Needs Survey  
Instructions: COMPLETE ONE SURVEY FOR EACH ADULT OR UNACCOMPANIED YOUTH WHO WAS EXPERIENCING HOMELESSNESS OR 
RESIDING IN A HOMELESS HOUSING PROGRAM ON THE NIGHT OF MONDAY, JANUARY 22, 2018.  PLEASE ANSWER ALL QUESTIONS, 
AND LIST THE INFORMATION IN THE BOXES AT THE TOP AND BOTTOM OF THE SHEET.  
If you are residing with a family group, then any information about children should be recorded with one adult household member only.   
A SEPARATE SURVEY MUST BE COMPLETED FOR EACH ADDITIONAL ADULT OR UNACCOMPANIED YOUTH HOUSEHOLD MEMBER. 

                                                                                    

1. Which best describes the place you stayed during the night of 
Monday, January 23rd?   
[Check the ONE answer that best fits your situation.] 

 Street or sidewalk 
 Vehicle, such as automobile or RV 
 Park 
 Abandoned building 
 Bus, train station, airport 
 Under bridge / overpass 
 Woods or outdoor encampment 
 Emergency shelter, please specify:________________________ 
 Safe Haven, please specify:______________________________ 
 Transitional housing for persons experiencing homelessness 

please specify:____________________________________ 
 Motel/hotel paid by agency/church/organization 
 Motel/hotel paid by self, family, or friend 
 House or apartment 
 Jail, hospital, treatment program 
 In some other housing situation, please specify:______________ 

3. Including the night of January 22rd, for how many consecutive 
months were you homeless in the prior year 

 

 1 month 

 2-11 months 
  
  

 12 or more months      

 Less than 1 month: ____ # OF DAYS 

 More than 1 month, but less than 1 year: ___# OF MONTHS 
  
  

1 year or more: ____# OF YEARS       
 I don’t know the length of time I have been homeless 

 

 
    

 

 Less than 1 month: ____ # OF DAYS 

 More than 1 month, but less than 1 year: ___# OF MONTHS 
  
  

1 year or more: ____# OF YEARS       
 I don’t know the length of time I have been homeless 

 

 
    

 

4. Including this time, how many separate times have you been on 
the street, in emergency shelters, or Safe Havens in the PAST 3 
YEARS, since January 2015, if any?  

[Please check the ONE answer that best fits your situation, and list the 
NUMBER OF TIMES you have lived in shelters and/or on the streets.] 

□ 2 Times 

□ 3 Times 

□ 4 or more times 

□ None 

DK/REF  

 
5. Including the night of January 22rd, for how many calendar 
months you have stayed on the streets, in emergency shelters, 
or Safe Havens in the past 3 years, since January 2015? 
 1 month (this is the first time)  

 2-11 months,  

SPECIFY NUMBER OF MONTHS:___________ 

 12 or more months 

 DK/REF 

 

6. Have you been diagnosed with any of the following disabilities or 
long-term illnesses?                         
[Please check ALL answers that best fit your situation.] 
 Alcohol use disorder 
 Chronic health condition  
 Developmental disability 
 Drug use disorder 
 HIV/AIDS 
 Mental health problem  
 Physical Disability 
 Other; please specify: _________________________________ 
 I have never been diagnosed with any of the above 

 
7. Including yourself, how many adults and children were there in 
your household, sleeping in the same location with you that night?   
[List the number of adults and children. If none, write “0”] 

 ____# of Persons, Age 0-17  

 ____# of Persons, Age 18-24 

   ____# of Persons, Age 25 and older 

   

Region:   Parish:  Date: Time:  

Service Provider Name or Place of Contact:  
 

Please read before completing the questionnaire: 

Thank you for participating in the 2017 STATE OF 
LOUISIANA Homeless Demographic and Needs Survey. 
Your answers will help the service agencies of the 
SAMPLE ORGANIZATION to better understand the needs 
for assistance and services in this community.  Any 
information you provide will be stored in a secure 
location and maintained by SAMPLE ORGANIZATION 
staff.  

This information will not be shared with anyone. 
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ANSWER ALL ITEMS IN THIS BOX ABOUT YOURSELF. INFORMATION ABOUT CHILDREN IN YOUR HOUSEHOLD SHOULD BE 
ANSWERED ON PAGE 2. 

(10a) First three letters of First Name:  _________ (10b) First three letters of Last Name:  _________ (10c) Date of Birth (MM/DD/YYY):  ____________ 

(10d) Gender: ____Male   ____Female    ____ Transgender[_______]   ____Does not identify (10e) Ethnicity:    ___Hispanic/Latino   ____Non-Hispanic/Latino 

(10f) Race (check all applicable):   ____African-American/Black      ____Caucasian/White      ____Asian/Pacific Islander     ____Native American      ____Alaskan Native       

(10g) US Military Veteran:   ___YES    ___NO; If yes, Discharge  status:__________________ (10h) Domestic Violence Survivor:  ___YES    ___NO 

***(11-17)For a family with children in the household on the night of Monday, January 23rd, 2017, record: GENDER, the DATE OF BIRTH, 
ETHNICITY, RACE and FIRST THREE LETTERS OF FIRST NAME and FIRST THREE LETTERS OF LAST NAME of each child. 

 Information about children in the household should be answered with the designated head of household only. 
 Child in Household #1 

(11a) First three letters of First Name:  _________ (11b) First three letters of Last Name:  _________ (11c) Date of Birth (MM/DD/YYY): _____________ 

(11d) Gender: ____Male   ____Female    ____ Transgender [_______]   ____Does not identify (11e) Ethnicity:    ___Hispanic/Latino   ____Non-Hispanic/Latino 

(11f) Race (check all applicable):   ____African-American/Black      ____Caucasian/White      ____Asian/Pacific Islander     
 ____Native American      ____Alaskan Native       

Child in Household #2 

(12a) First three letters of First Name:  _________ (12b) First three letters of Last Name:  _________ (12c) Date of Birth (MM/DD/YYY): _____________ 

(12d) Gender: ____Male   ____Female    ____ Transgender[_______]   ____Does not identify (12e) Ethnicity:    ___Hispanic/Latino   ____Non-Hispanic/Latino 

(12f) Race (check all applicable):   ____African-American/Black      ____Caucasian/White      ____Asian/Pacific Islander     
 ____Native American      ____Alaskan Native       

Child in Household #3 

(13a) First three letters of First Name:  _________ (13b) First three letters of Last Name:  _________ (13c) Date of Birth (MM/DD/YYY): _____________ 

(13d) Gender: ____Male   ____Female    ____ Transgender[_______]   ____Does not identify (13e) Ethnicity:    ___Hispanic/Latino   ____Non-Hispanic/Latino 

(13f) (Race (check all applicable):   ____African-American/Black      ____Caucasian/White      ____Asian/Pacific Islander     
 ____Native American      ____Alaskan Native       

Child in Household #4 

(14a) First three letters of First Name:  _________ (14b) First three letters of Last Name:  _________ (14c) Date of Birth (MM/DD/YYY): _____________ 

(14d) Gender: ____Male   ____Female    ____ Transgender[_______]   ____Does not identify (14e) Ethnicity:    ___Hispanic/Latino   ____Non-Hispanic/Latino 

(14f) Race (check all applicable):   ____African-American/Black      ____Caucasian/White      ____Asian/Pacific Islander     
 ____Native American      ____Alaskan Native       

Child in Household #5 

(15a) First three letters of First Name:  _________ (15b) First three letters of Last Name:  _________ (15c) Date of Birth (MM/DD/YYY): _____________ 

(15d) Gender: ____Male   ____Female    ____ Transgender[_______]   ____Does not identify (15e) Ethnicity:    ___Hispanic/Latino   ____Non-Hispanic/Latino 

(15f) Race (check all applicable):   ____African-American/Black      ____Caucasian/White      ____Asian/Pacific Islander     
 ____Native American      ____Alaskan Native       

Child in Household #6 

(16a) First three letters of First Name:  _________ (16b) First three letters of Last Name:  _________ (16c) Date of Birth (MM/DD/YYY): _____________ 

(16d) Gender: ____Male   ____Female    ____ Transgender[_______]   ____Does not identify (16e) Ethnicity:    ___Hispanic/Latino   ____Non-Hispanic/Latino 
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(16f) Race (check all applicable):   ____African-American/Black      ____Caucasian/White      ____Asian/Pacific Islander     
 ____Native American      ____Alaskan Native       

Child in Household #7 

(17a) First three letters of First Name:  _________ (17b) First three letters of Last Name:  _________ (17c) Date of Birth (MM/DD/YYY): _____________ 

(17d) Gender: ____Male   ____Female    ____ Transgender[_______]   ____Does not identify (17e) Ethnicity:    ___Hispanic/Latino   ____Non-Hispanic/Latino 

(17f) Race (check all applicable):   ____African-American/Black      ____Caucasian/White      ____Asian/Pacific Islander     
 ____Native American      ____Alaskan Native       
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EXTENDED SURVEY FORM (DRAFT) 
 

Louisiana Services Network Data Consortium (LSNDC) Point-in-Time Survey 
Consent for Interview and Sharing of Information 
 
Hello, my name is ________ and I am a volunteer for SAMPLE ORGANIZATION. We are asking people about their housing, health history, 
and service needs, and we’re hoping you have a few minutes to speak with us,  The survey takes between 5 and 10 minutes, and the 
information you provide will be used to improve housing and healthcare services.  You may skip questions, pause, or end the survey at 
any point.  All of the information you give us will be kept in a secure location to protect your confidentiality.  If you give us permission, 
we will share information with outreach workers and case managers so they can better assist you, and we will take a picture of you so 
these workers can locate and help you, but we will not share any information without your permission.  Also, if you participate we will 
give you SAMPLE INCENTIVE as a token of our appreciation. 
 
Do you want to participate in the survey? 

 
Consent Statements 

A. Consent for Interview 
Your signature (or mark) below indicates that you have been read the information provided above, have received answers to your questions, and have 
freely chosen to be interviewed. By agreeing to be interviewed, you are allowing the SAMPLE ORGANIZATION to record your responses for the purposes 
of better understanding the needs for housing assistance and services in the community. You will not be giving up any of your legal rights. 
_________________ ___________________________________ __________________________ 
Date   Signature (Mark) of Participant   Printed Name of Participant  
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To be addressed following the conclusion of interview: 
B. Consent to Share Information  
Please initial/mark next to the statement that best describes your preferences for having your responses shared with partnering agency staff: 
 
 ____ I GIVE PERMISSION to the SAMPLE ORGANIZATION to share my responses to this interview with partnering agencies as described above, with the 
understanding that my information will be kept confidential by those who have been given specific approval to see it. 
 ____I DO NOT GIVE PERMISSION to the SAMPLE ORGANIZATION to share my responses to this interview with partnering agencies as described above. 
If you have given permission to share your information, what are some ways you can be contacted?         
 
(____)__________________ (____)____________________ ______________________  
Telephone Number  Alternate Telephone Number                                                                                                               Email Address 

C. Consent to be Photographed 
Please sign below if you also agree to have your picture taken. 
_________________________________________ 
            Signature (or Mark) of Participant 

1. Where did you sleep on the night of 
Monday, January 22nd? 

 
[RECORD ONLY ONE] 
 
[RESPONSES ARE CODED FOR USE WITH 
Q16 
OTS: ON THE STREET LOCATION 
ES: EMERGENCY SHELTER  
SH: SAFE HAVEN 
TH: TRANSITIONAL HOUSING 
NH: NON-HOMELESS LOCATION] 

Street or sidewalk [OTS] 

Vehicle, such as automobile or RV 

[OTS]  

Park [OTS] 

Abandoned building [OTS] 

Bus, train station, airport [OTS] 

Under bridge/overpass [OTS] 

Woods or outdoor encampment [OTS] 

Emergency shelter (specify) 
____________________________[ES] 

 Transitional housing 

(specify)__________________________[TH] 

 Safe Haven 

(specify)__________________________________[SH] 

Motel/hotel paid by agency/church/organization [ES] 

Motel/hotel paid by self, family, or friend [NH] 

    House or apartment [NH] 

 Jail, hospital, treatment program [NH] 

Other location (specify) _______________________________ 

2. Has someone else asked you these 
questions already?  Yes     No        DK/REF  

In-person Locations, Dates, and Times: 
_________________________________
_________________________________

_______________________________ 
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3. Including yourself, how many people ages 
25 and older, ages 18-24 and ages 17 and 
younger were there in your household, 
sleeping in the same location with you on 
that night? 

_________  Age 25  and older    _________ Age 18 to 24    _________ Age 0-17 

 4a. Person 1     

4a. What is your first and last name?  [PERSON 
1] 
  

 [If no other household members go to Q7] 

_________________ 

_________________ 

DK/REF 
4b. Person 2 4c. Person 3 4d. Person 4 4e. Person 5 

4b-4e. What is the first and last name of other people in your 
household? 

________________ 

_________________ 

DK/REF 

________________ 

_________________ 

DK/REF 

________________ 

_________________ 

DK/REF 

________________ 

_________________ 

DK/REF 
 

 Person 1 Person 2 Person 3 Person 4 Person 5 

5. [IF PERSONS 2-5 ARE PRESENT, ASK QUESTION.]  
Just to confirm, did you stay with _ [NAME OF 
PERSON 1] _ the night of January 22nd? 
    
[IF NOT PRESENT, ASK PERSON 1]   
Just to confirm, did _ [NAME OF PERSONS 2-5] 
_ stay with you the night of January 22nd? 

Do not ask Person 1  Yes  No    DK/REF 
Yes  No    

DK/REF 
Yes  No    DK/REF 

Yes  No    

DK/REF 

6. What is your Date of Birth? 
 
        [FOR OTHERS IN HOUSEHOLD] 

What is _ [NAME OF PERSONS 2-5] _ Date of 
Birth? 

 
___/____/____ 

       MM    DD      YYYY 
 

 
___/____/____ 

      MM    DD      YYYY 



 
___/____/____ 

       MM    DD      YYYY 



 
___/____/____ 

       MM    DD      YYYY 



 
___/____/___

_ 
       MM    DD      

YYYY 



6a. [IF RESPONDENT IS HESITANT IN 
ANSWERING ASK:] Are you…?  Under 18        18-24 

 25 +                DK/REF 

 Under 18      18-24 

 25 +              DK/REF 

 Under 18      18-24 

 25 +               DK/REF 

 Under 18      18-24 

 25 +               DK/REF 

 Under 18      
18-24 

 25 +               
DK/REF 

 Person 1 Person 2 Person 3 Person 4 Person 5 
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7. Do you identify your gender as transgender, 
male, female, or neither male nor female? 

[FOR OTHERS IN HOUSEHOLD] 
Does _[NAME OF PERSONS 2-5]_ identify 
his/her gender as transgender, male,  female, 
or neither male nor female ? 

□ Male 

□ Female 

□ Transgender Male 
to Female 

□ Transgender Female 
to Male 

□ Gender Non-
Conforming (i.e. not 
exclusively male or 
female) 

DK/REF  

□ Male 

□ Female 

□ Transgender Male to 
Female 

□ Transgender Female 
to Male 

□ Gender Non-
Conforming (i.e. not 
exclusively male or 
female) 

DK/REF 

□ Male 

□ Female 

□ Transgender Male 
to Female 

□ Transgender 
Female to Male 

□ Gender Non-
Conforming (i.e. 
not exclusively 
male or female) 

DK/REF 

□ Male 

□ Female 

□ Transgender Male 
to Female 

□ Transgender 
Female to Male 

□ Gender Non-
Conforming (i.e. not 
exclusively male or 
female) 

DK/REF 

□ Male 

□ Female 

□ Transgende
r Male to 
Female 

□ Transgende
r Female to 
Male 

□ Gender 
Non-
Conforming 
(i.e. not 
exclusively 
male or 
female) 

DK/REF 

8. Are you Hispanic or Latino?  

[FOR OTHERS IN HOUSEHOLD] 
Is _ [NAME OF PERSONS 2-5] _ Hispanic or 
Latino? 

□ Yes    □ No    □ DK/REF □ Yes    □ No   □ DK/REF □ Yes    □ No    □ DK/REF □ Yes    □ No    □ DK/REF 
□ Yes    □ No    □ 

DK/REF 

9. What is your race?  You may select one or 
more races. 

[READ CATEGORIES ALOUD TO RESPONDENT] 

[FOR OTHERS IN HOUSEHOLD] 
What is _ [NAME OF PERSONS 2-5] _ race? 

□ American Indian or 
Alaska Native 

□ Asian 

□ Black or African 
American 

□ Native Hawaiian or 
Other Pacific Islander 

□ White 

□ Other (specify):  
______________ 

□ DK/REF 

□ American Indian or 
Alaska Native 

□ Asian 

□ Black or African 
American 

□ Native Hawaiian or 
Other Pacific Islander 

□ White 

□ Other (specify):  
______________ 

□ DK/REF 

□ American Indian or 
Alaska Native 

□ Asian 

□ Black or African 
American 

□ Native Hawaiian or 
Other Pacific Islander 

□ White 

□ Other (specify):  
______________ 

□ DK/REF 

□ American Indian or 
Alaska Native 

□ Asian 

□ Black or African 
American 

□ Native Hawaiian or 
Other Pacific Islander 

□ White 

□ Other (specify):  
______________ 

□ DK/REF 

□ American 
Indian or 
Alaska Native 

□ Asian 

□ Black or 
African 
American 

□ Native 
Hawaiian or 
Other Pacific 
Islander 

□ White 
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□ Other 
(specify):  
___________
___ 

□ DK/REF 

10. Have you served in the United States Armed 
Forces (Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, 
or Coast Guard)? 
[FOR OTHER ADULTS IN HOUSEHOLD] 
Has _ [NAME OF ADULT(S)] _ served in the 
United States Armed Forces? 

□ Yes    □ No    □ DK/REF □ Yes    □ No   □ DK/REF □ Yes    □ No    □ DK/REF □ Yes    □ No    □ DK/REF 
□ Yes    □ No    □ 

DK/REF 

11. Were you ever been called into active duty as 
a member of the National Guard or as a 
Reservist?  
[FOR OTHER ADULTS IN HOUSEHOLD] 
Has _ [NAME OF ADULT(S)] _ ever been called 
into active duty as a member of the National 
Guard or as a Reservist? 

□ Yes    □ No    □ DK/REF □ Yes    □ No  □ DK/REF □ Yes    □ No    □ DK/REF □ Yes    □ No    □ DK/REF 
□ Yes    □ No    □ 

DK/REF 

12. Have you ever received health 
care or benefits from a Veterans 
Administration medical center? 

□ Yes    □ No    □ DK/REF Do not ask additional household members 

13. Have you been in foster care? 
 
[FOR OTHERS IN HOUSEHOLD] 
Has _ [NAME OF PERSONS 2-5] _ 
been in foster care? 

□ Yes    □ No    □ DK/REF □ Yes    □ No   □DK/REF □ Yes    □ No    □ DK/REF □ Yes    □ No    □ DK/REF 
□ Yes    □ No   □ 

DK/REF 
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13a. At what age did you exit 
foster care? 
[FOR OTHERS IN HOUSEHOLD] 
At what age did _ [NAME OF 
PERSONS 2-5] _ exit foster care?  

 0-5               6-12 

13-17           18 + 

 DK/REF 

 0-5               6-12 

13-17           18 + 

 DK/REF 

 0-5               6-12 

13-17           18 + 

 DK/REF 

 0-5               6-12 

13-17           18 + 

 DK/REF 

 0-5               6-

12 

13-17           18 

+ 

 DK/REF 

13b. Where did you reside 
immediately after exiting foster 
care? 
 
[FOR OTHERS IN HOUSEHOLD] 
Where did _ [NAME OF PERSONS 
2-5] _ reside immediately after 
exiting foster care? 

 Housing with family 
 Place not meant for    
     habitation 
Emergency shelter 
Transitional housing  
Motel/hotel  
House or apartment 
 Jail, hospital,     
     treatment program 
 Other location (specify): 
__________________

 

Housing with  family

 Place not meant for   
     habitation 
Emergency shelter 
Transitional housing  
Motel/hotel  
House or apartment 
 Jail, hospital,     
     treatment program 
 Other location (specify): 
_______________________
 

 Housing with  family
Place not meant for    
     habitation 
Emergency shelter 
Transitional housing  
Motel/hotel  
House or apartment 
 Jail, hospital,     
     treatment program 
 Other location (specify): 
______________________

 

 Housing with  family
Place not meant for    
     habitation 
Emergency shelter 
Transitional housing  
Motel/hotel  
House or apartment 
 Jail, hospital,     
     treatment program 
 Other location (specify): 
_____________________

 

 Housing with  
family
Place not meant 
for    
     habitation 
Emergency 
shelter 
Transitional 
housing  
Motel/hotel  
House or 
apartment 
 Jail, hospital,     
     treatment 
program 
 Other location 
(specify): 
________________
______ 

14. Including the night of January 
22nd, for how many consecutive 
months have you been on the 
streets, in emergency shelters, or 
in Safe Havens? 

□ 1 calendar month (this 
is the first time)  

□ 2-12 calendar months,  
SPECIFY NUMBER OF 
MONTHS:___________ 

□ More than 12 calendar 
months 

DK/REF 

Do not ask additional household members 
 

14a. Including this time, how many      
separate times have you been on 
the street, in emergency shelters, 
or Safe Havens in the past 3 years, 
since January 2015?   

□ 1 Time 

□ 2 Times 

□ 3 Times 

□ 4 or more times 

□ None 

 
 

Do not ask additional household members 
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□ DK/REF 

14b. Including the night of January 
22nd, how many calendar months 
you have stayed on the streets, in 
emergency shelters, or Safe Havens 
in the past 3 years, since January 
2015? 
 

□ 1 calendar month (this 
is the first time)  

□ 2-12 calendar months,  
SPECIFY NUMBER OF 
MONTHS:___________ 

□ More than 12 calendar 
months 

□ DK/REF 

 

Do not ask additional household members 
 

 

15. Was your living situation affected 
by the natural disaster flooding in 
2016? 

□ Yes    □ No    □ DK/REF Do not ask additional household members 
 

15a. If yes, which flooding event 
affected you? 

□ March 2016 Flooding 

□ August 2016 Flooding 

□ Both March and August 
2016 Flooding 

□ Other (specify): 
___________________ 

□ DK/REF 

Do not ask additional household members 
 

15b. Are you homeless because of 
the flooding event? □ Yes    □ No    □ DK/REF Do not ask additional household members 

 

16. Do you/Does _ [NAME OF PERSONS 2-
5] _ receive disability benefits such as 
Social Security Income, Social Security 
Disability Income, or Veteran’s 
Disability Benefits?  

□ Yes    □ No    □ DK/REF   □ Yes    □ No    □ DK/REF □ Yes    □ No    □ DK/REF □ Yes    □ No    □ DK/REF 
□ Yes    □ No    □ 

DK/REF 
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17. Is your current experience of 
homelessness related to you or a family 
member fleeing domestic violence, 
dating violence, sexual assault, 
stalking, or a similarly dangerous 
situation? 
 

□ Yes    □ No    □ DK/REF Do not ask additional household members 

 Person 1 Person 2 Person 3 Person 4 Person 5 

18. Do you have any of the following health 
conditions?  
 

 [FOR OTHERS IN HOUSEHOLD] 
Does _ [NAME OF PERSONS 2-5] _ 
have any of the following health 
conditions?  

 

[*See Definition of Chronic Health 
Condition (page6)] 

□ Alcohol Use Disorder 

□ Both Alcohol and Drug Use 
Disorder 

□ Chronic Health Condition* 

□ Developmental Disability 

□ Drug Use Disorder 

□ HIV/AIDS 

□ Mental Health Problem 

□ Physical Disability 

□ Other (specify)  
________________________ 

□ No Health Condition Identified 
 

□ Alcohol Use Disorder 

□ Both Alcohol and Drug Use 
Disorder 

□ Chronic Health Condition* 

□ Developmental Disability 

□ Drug Use Disorder 

□ HIV/AIDS 

□ Mental Health Problem 

□ Physical Disability 

□ Other (specify)  
_______________________ 

□ No Health Condition 
Identified 
 

□ Alcohol Use Disorder 

□ Both Alcohol and Drug Use 
Disorder 

□ Chronic Health Condition* 

□ Developmental Disability 

□ Drug Use Disorder 

□ HIV/AIDS 

□ Mental Health Problem 

□ Physical Disability 

□ Other (specify)  
_______________________ 

□ No Health Condition 
Identified 
 

□ Alcohol Use Disorder 

□ Both Alcohol and Drug Use 
Disorder 

□ Chronic Health Condition* 

□ Developmental Disability 

□ Drug Use Disorder 

□ HIV/AIDS 

□ Mental Health Problem 

□ Physical Disability 

□ Other (specify)  
_______________________ 

□ No Health Condition 
Identified 
 

□ Alcohol Use 
Disorder 

□ Both Alcohol 
and Drug Use 
Disorder 

□ Chronic Health 
Condition* 

□ Developmenta
l Disability 

□ Drug Use 
Disorder 

□ HIV/AIDS 

□ Mental Health 
Problem 

□ Physical 
Disability 

□ Other (specify)  
____________
____________ 

□ No Health 
Condition 
Identified 
 

 Person 1 Person 2 Person 3 Person 4 Person 5 

19. Have you been released from jail or 
prison in the last 30 days? 
[FOR OTHERS IN HOUSEHOLD] 

□ Yes 

□ No 

□ DK/REF 

□ Yes 

□ No 

□ DK/REF 

□ Yes 

□ No 

□ DK/REF 

□ Yes 

□ No 

□ DK/REF 

□ Yes 

□ No 

□ DK/REF 
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END SURVEY BY SAYING: “This brings me to the end of the survey. Thank you for your time, and I have a sample incentive for you. As I said earlier, we 
may be able to share some of your information with case workers who may be able to help you with finding services. Would you care to give 
permission for us to share some of your information?”  
 

• IF RESPONDENT ANSWERS “Yes”, HAVE THEM SIGN THE ‘Consent for Release of Information’ ON COVER PAGE.  

• IF RESPONDENT ANSWERS “No”, THEN CONCLUDE INTERVIEW. 

 

[*Definition of Chronic Health Condition: A diagnosed condition that is more than 3 months in duration and is either not curable or has residual effects that limit daily living and 
require adaptation in function or special assistance. Examples of chronic health conditions include, but are not limited to: heart disease (including coronary heart disease, angina, heart 
attack and any other kind of heart condition or disease); severe asthma; diabetes; arthritis-related conditions (including arthritis, rheumatoid arthritis, gout, lupus, or fibromyalgia); 
adult onset cognitive impairments (including traumatic brain injury, post-traumatic distress syndrome, dementia, and other cognitive related conditions); severe headache/migraine; 
cancer; chronic bronchitis; liver condition; stroke; or emphysema.] 
 

Has [NAME OF PERSONS 2-5] been 
released from jail or prison in the last 
30 days? 


